AFPRL 30800: Research Proposal Template

1. Name: Enter your name as it appears on the course roster:

	Mara Joseph 




2. Research Topic: In one sentence or phrase enter a topic on some aspect of the subject matter of our course, “Contemporary International Relations of the African Caribbean,” to use for your research project:

	
External dependence as an issue in African Caribbean international relations



3. Research Question: List one specific research question that your project will answer. This should identify what your project will help you learn regarding your topic.

	
What role does external dependence play in African Caribbean international relations?



4. Annotated Bibliography: Produce an annotated bibliography of three (3) scholarly articles on the topic that you have chosen. The annotated bibliography should include a citation written in Chicago Bibliography Style 17th edition and a one paragraph summary in your own words for each article. Summarize the scholarly article’s contents, main ideas and arguments using your own words. Each summary should be double-spaced. Use one subsection for each article:

	Citation 1: 
Heron, Tony, and Peg Murray-Evans. "Limits to market power: Strategic discourse and institutional path dependence in the European Union–African, Caribbean, and Pacific Economic Partnership Agreements." European Journal of International Relations 23, no. 2 (2017): 341-364.
Summary 1: the authors are experts in international relations and researchers in economics
In this article, the authors use constructivist economic concepts to create an understanding of the nature of the European Union’s market power. The authors critique the role of trade liberalization and the harmonization of regional economic partnerships. The authors focus on the shortcomings of the European Union Markets in promoting regional commercial partnerships of the Caribbean. According to the authors, the European markets have a significant influence on transnational relations of different countries, including the Caribbean.  These negative influences are hence responsible for the external dependence of the Caribbean on developed countries.
This research is relevant to understanding how external dependence shapes the way different countries relate to others. It helps explain how the Caribbean depends on the European Union for goods.




	Citation 2: Souza, Simone Pereira, Luiz Augusto Horta Nogueira, Johan Martinez, and Luis Augusto Barbosa Cortez. "Sugarcane can afford a cleaner energy profile in Latin America & the Caribbean." Renewable energy 121 (2018): 164-172.
Summary 2: the authors of the article are international relations experts.
In this article, the authors reveal that the most enormous external dependence of the Caribbean is for fossil fuels and renewable energy. The authors seek to challenge the Caribbean that instead of perpetuating their external reliance on fossil fuels, they could produce energy from sugarcane, which is abundantly available in the region. The authors go more in-depth into approximating the amount of energy and environmental gains different countries would have from using modern methods of extraction to produce energy from sugarcane. The authors also explain the need for proper policies to be put in place in order for this noble idea to be implemented and maximally exploited.
This study is relevant to the research because it explains the structural failures that contribute to the external dependence of the Caribbean and suggests means to reducing this dependence.




	Citation 3: Maingot, Anthony. The United States and the Caribbean: Challenges of an asymmetrical relationship. Routledge, 2018.
Summary 3: Anthony is a professor of sociology and anthropology at Florida international university and the former president of the Caribbean studies association
In this article, Anthony explores the existing interdependence between the united states and the Caribbean countries. The author analyzes the relationship of these states from ancient times of 1823 and the cold war era, including the role the united states played in response to the Marxist challenge, to the present day, and how the relationship has been changing with time. The author considers how different factors have contributed to the changes. The author further reveals how the relationship is imbalanced with the united states gaining more as the Caribbean continue to depend on it. The united states are keen to fulfill  national interests.





5. Primary Source: Identify one online primary source relevant to your Research Topic and Research Question(s). Create an annotated bibliography for your source. The citation should be written in Chicago Bibliography Style 17th edition and include the URL. Include a one paragraph summary in your own words. For the summary provide a description of the source, state its significance, and identify its creator. The summary should be double-spaced:

	Citation 4: Paus, Eva. Struggle against dependence: Nontraditional export growth in Central America and the Caribbean. Routledge, 2019.
Summary 4: Eva Paus is a professor of economics and the director at the center for Global initiative college.
In this book, Eva analyzes the history of the economic development of the Caribbean and how this history has affected the structural characteristics of the Caribbean. She looks at how many countries in Central America and the Caribbean have joint problems and fundamental challenges simply because they share a common history of external dependence. She identifies the economics of the Caribbean as sugar, bananas, agricultural exports as well as some natural resources like bauxite. These are the major exports of the Caribbean, and they are small to sustain the region’s need, and this self-insufficiency is responsible for perpetual external dependence of the Caribbean.
This source is relevant to the research because it explains and answers the research question on the role of external dependence of the Caribbean in their international relations. It reveals how external dependency shapes the foreign policies of countries in the Caribbean.




6. Work Plan: What do you plan to do to carry out this research project? Where will you find additional sources? Who will you speak with, and why? What will you do with the data/information that you collect? How will you analyze the data/information that you collect? How will you “package” your project (will you write a paper, create a website, etc.)? What is your target date for the first draft of your project? What assistance might you need to complete your research project?

	
I intend to read widely on the international relations of the Caribbean, research extensive, and consult my professor and classmates on the same subject.
 I will visit the university library and other academic sites like Google Scholar to get relevant information for my research.
 I will speak to my professor because he has extensive knowledge of international relations. I will also talk to a friend who works in the foreign relations department because he is better placed to explain how the Caribbean depends on other countries and how this dependence influences their foreign policy.
 I will verify the information I collect and further compile it for my future reference as well as for sharing with others to improve their knowledge of international relations.
I will search for peer-reviews on the information I gather in order to classify the data as relevant or not.
I will write an article on my topic and create a hyperlink for my research to be eligible for sharing with others.
I intend to deliver my first draft before the end of March.
I will need prompt feedback from my professor since I will be consulting him/her throughout my project period
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